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THIRD YEAR (DEGREE COURSE)  
SEMESTER-V  

DEFENCE MECHANISM OF INDIA 

 

Course Objectives: This paper aims to explore India’s defence architecture by examining the structure 

and roles of its higher defence organisations, the Army, Navy, and Air Force. It seeks to outline their 

doctrines, histories, recruitment, training, and key platforms. Additionally, it will analyse joint 

structures and central armed police forces like the BSF and CRPF. This paper strives to provide a 

clear, engaging overview of India’s defence framework and its critical role in ensuring national 

security. 

 

UNIT I: HIGHER DEFENCE ORGANISATIONS OF INDIA. 

1. Power of the President of India in relation of Defence. 

2. CCS, NSA and NSAB: Roles and Composition 

3. Ministry of Defence: Role, Historical Evolution and Organisational Structure. 

UNIT II: INDIAN ARMY 

1. Role, Doctrine and Brief History 

2. Recruitment Policies and Training Establishments 

3. Rank Structure, Organisational Structure, Arms and Services, Units and Formations 

4. Major Combat and Support Platforms 

UNIT III: INDIAN AIR FORCE 

1. Role, Doctrine and Brief History 

2. Recruitment Policies and Training Establishments 

3. Rank Structure, Organisational Structure, Units and Establishments 

4. Major Aviation and Support Platforms 

UNIT IV: INDIAN NAVY 

1. Role, Doctrine and Brief History 

2. Recruitment Policies and Training Establishments 

3. Rank Structure, Organisational Structure, Branches, Units and Establishments 

4. Major Naval, Aviation and Support Platforms 

UNIT-V: JOINT STRUCTURES, PARAMILITARY AND CAPFS 

1. CDS and HQ IDS 

2. SFC, ANC, AFSOD, DCA, DIA etc. 

3. AR, BSF, CG, RR, ITBP, SSB, CRPF, CISF etc. 

 

  



 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 Annual Report 2018-19. (2019). Ministry of Defence, Government of India. 

 Annual Report 2021-22. (2022). Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

 Doctrine of the Indian Air Force. (2022). Directorate of Operations (IEW), IAF. 

 Gupta. (2018). How India Manages Its National Security. Penguin/Viking. 

 Indian Army Doctrine. (2004). HQ Army Training Command. 

 Indian Maritime Doctrine. (2009). Integrated HQ, Ministry of Defence (Navy). 

 Joint Doctrine: Indian Armed Forces. (2017). HQ Integrated Defence Staff, MoD. 

 Krishna Rao. (1991). Prepare or Perish: A Study of National Security. Lancer 

Publishers. 

 Thapliyal. (2018). Military History of India. Rupa Publications. 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 

 

THIRD YEAR (DEGREE COURSE) 

SEMESTER-VI 

EVOLUTION OF STRATEGIC THOUGHT 

 

Course Objective: The paper examines the development of strategic thought from ancient to modern 

times, focusing on key military theorists and doctrines, and enabling students to understand the 

enduring principles and changing contexts of strategy in war and security. 

 

UNIT 1 

1. Concept of Strategy and Strategic Thought 

2. Concept of Military Strategy 

 

UNIT 2 

1. Kautilya’s Philosophy of War 

2. Sun Tzu and the Art of War 

 

UNIT 3 

1. Machiavelli’s views on War 

2. Clausewitz's Theory of War 

 

UNIT 4 

1. John Foster Dulles' doctrine of Massive Retaliation 

2. André Beaufre’s theory of Nuclear Deterrence 

 

 

Suggested readings: 

 Earle, E. M. (Ed.). (1959). Makers of modern strategy: Military thought from Machiavelli to 

Hitler. Princeton University Press. 

 Freedman, L. (2013). Strategy: A history. Oxford University Press. 

 Gray, C. S. (1999). Modern strategy. Oxford University Press. 



 

 

 Kautilya. (2016). The Arthashastra (L. N. Rangarajan, Trans.). Penguin Classics. (Original 

work ca. 4th century BCE) 

 Sun Tzu. (2005). The Art of War (S. B. Griffith, Trans.). Oxford University Press. (Original 

work ca. 5th century BCE)  

 Liddell Hart, B. H. (1954). Strategy (2nd ed.). Praeger. 

 Machiavelli, N. (1992). The Art of War (P. Bondanella & M. Musa, Trans.). Oxford University 

Press. (Original work 1521) 

 Machiavelli, N. (2008). The Prince (H. C. Mansfield, Trans.). University of Chicago Press. 

(Original work 1532) 

 Clausewitz, C. v. (2008). On War (M. Howard & P. Paret, Trans.). Princeton University Press. 

(Original work 1832) 

 Dulles, J. F. (1944). War or peace. Harper & Brothers. 

 Beaufre, A. (1965). An introduction to strategy. Faber & Faber. (Original work, theory of 

nuclear deterrence) 

 Beaufre, A. (1971). Deterrence and strategy. Praeger. 

 Freedman, L. (1981). The evolution of nuclear strategy. Palgrave Macmillan. 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 


